Warning Against Drifting
Hebrews 2:1-4

Introduction:
This is the first of 5 warnings in the Epistle to the Hebrews. He is warning against:
Drifting


  Disbelief



Disobedience




Degeneration





Despising Christ

The most important question in the interpretation of this epistle is: 

Is the writer warning believers or unbelievers?
In each of these warnings we will be pointing out evidence which will show that he is writing to-----BELIEVERS-----

He starts with the word “wherefore” 

Διὰ τοῦτο – “on account of this”
Meaning, “because of what I just wrote” 
The previous context, then, will be very important to our understanding of this warning.

I. The Statement of the Warning – 2:1
A. We Must Pay Attention


“we must give ﻿﻿the more earnest heed”

Hearing is one thing, Heeding is another.


He adds, “the more earnest” heed 
B. We Must Listen to This Revelation
What revelation? What he has just written.

1. Since the Son is so supremely great,

2. Since He is going to triumph over His Enemies,

3. Since He is going to rule with the whole earth as His kingdom,

4. Since He has made provision for you to take part in that kingdom with Him,

C. We might drift away
“lest we drift away”
If you’re not as close to God as you used to be -- Guess who moved!
II. The Danger is Measured by the Authority – 2:2
He argues from the lesser to the greater -- A fortiori

A. It Was Dangerous to Neglect the Law.

Exodus 24:3b ﻿

“All the words which the Lord has said we will do.” ﻿
Steadfast-βέβαιος - firm
Transgression – παράβασις – stepping over the line
Overt act – like Adam in Eden-Rom. 5:14


“Adam’s transgression”

Disobedience - παρακοὴ - Neglecting to hear; Failing to fulfill an injunction.
B. The Law Was Spoken by Mere Angels.
“Spoken by angels” refers to the giving of the Law. But, in Exodus, angels are not mentioned as being a part of the process.
However, several other Scriptures do verify that angels were there:

Gal. 3:19
“The Law…ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator
Acts 7:53
“received the Law by the disposition of angels.
Deut. 33:2 The Lord came from Sinai … with 10,000 of His angels.

Psalm 68:17

“Even thousands of His angels, He is with them as at Sinai.
III. This Message has the Highest Authority – 2:3b-4
God, Himself, brought the revelation – He was the revelation.
A. In Its Original Pronouncement 

“Began to be spoken by the Lord”
Literally: it “received a beginning to be spoken by the Lord”
B. In Its Convincing Proclamation


It was confirmed to us by those who heard Him.

These people, including the author, had not heard the message directly from the Lord.
Paul insists that He received the message directly from the Lord. Gal. 1:11-12

﻿

But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. ﻿For ﻿﻿I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came ﻿﻿through the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

C. In Its Miraculous Confirmation

“was ﻿﻿confirmed to us by those who heard Him, ﻿God also bearing witness ﻿﻿both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and ﻿﻿gifts ﻿﻿of the Holy Spirit, ﻿﻿according to His own will? 

       ἐβεβαιώθη,


    Established, guaranteed
Bearing witness Συν επι μαρτυροῦντος


God was witnessing with them Συν


And putting His witness upon επι theirs.
Notice: it was confirmed – past time
Does not say is being confirmed.

IV. There is no escape for those who neglect this Salvation – 2:3a
A. The Meaning of “Salvation”

1. Past Salvation – Justification – Ephesians 2:8-9
2. Present Salvation- Sanctification – I Cor. 1:18

﻿
“For the ﻿﻿message of the cross is ﻿﻿foolishness to ﻿﻿those who are perishing, but to us ﻿﻿who are being saved it is the ﻿﻿power of God. 

3. Future Salvation – Glorification - Romans 13:11
﻿“And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time ﻿﻿to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.

B. The Meaning of “Neglect”


Word meaning:
Basically it means to “disregard” or “be unconcerned about”

Usage in New Testament:
II Peter 1:12 ﻿

 “For this reason ﻿﻿I will not be negligent to remind you…”
I Tim. 4:14 ﻿

﻿“Do not neglect the gift that is in you,”
Matt. 22.5

“But they paid no attention and went off—

How Do We Neglect Salvation 

Newell—Hebrews Verse by Verse pg. 40 

1.   Ceasing to give attention to the things of salvation -- Bible reading, prayer, church attendance—Hebrews 10:25 
2.   Absorption in selfish, earthly interests. 

3.   Deadness of heart toward Christ and His sacrifice. 

4.   Occupation with the affairs of this world and not of the world to come and the coming of the Lord. 

5.   Loss of God consciousness. 

6.   No thought of judgment to come. 

7.   Living like the “beasts that perish” as far as eternity is concerned
     Conclusion:

